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DEP Announces Pay-As-You-Throw Grants 
Pay-as-You-Throw Update 


As you all probably have read in previous Gazette articles, the DEP is moving forward 
with its plans to promote adoption of pay-as-you-throw (PAYT) programs throughout the 
state. Last year, the Department announced the launching of a two-year program aimed at 
providing assistance, including grants, to those municipalities with a serious interest in 
pay-as-you-throw (PAYT) programs. The grant component has arrived. 


The grant announcement and application guidelines will be mailed out to all 

towns by the end of March. Two types of grants will be offered under this 

program. The first, or “Type A PAYT grants” are designed for municipalities 

about to implement PAYT programs or ready to expand their existing PAYT 

program. Grants can be used to cover expenses related to education, program 

promotion, seed money for purchasing PAYT bags or stickers, or other 
expenses for expanding existing programs. The Department has set aside $180,000 to be 
awarded within the next two years. Grants awards can be as high as $20,000 per town for 
individual PAYT programs based on demonstrated need. For towns which jointly 
implement PAYT, grants will be pro-rated based on demonstrated need. Grants will be 
progressively awarded based on available remaining funds and approval of a grant 
application. 


The second type of grant, “Type B PAYT grant’, is for those Connecticut towns with 
successful town-wide PAYT programs that are willing to participate in DEP PAYT 
workshops and /or DEP’s PAYT mentoring program. The Department has set aside up to 
$7,000 total for this grant program. These grants will be awarded upon approval of a 
grant application and will be used to reimburse mentors for time and costs spent assisting 
towns with PAYT issues and/or assisting at DEP PAYT meetings and workshops. 


If you have any questions on the grant program or PAYT in general, please contact Judy 
Belaval 860/424-3237 or Nan Peckham 860/424-3357. 


Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program 
Participation Rates Rise 


CT DEP has completed its' annual survey of local household hazardous 
waste collection program coordinators. We are pleased to report the 
following encouraging results for the year 2000: 


e 167 towns out of 169 participated in at least one collection in 4D 
2000. spac 
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e 34,373 participants, representing 4% of the state's single family homes 
utilized an HHW collection in 2000. This is up 14% from 1999 and 33% 
from 1996 

e Wilton remains King of the Hill with a 10.5% annual average participation rate. 





National America Recycles Day Winners Announced 


A total of 3.2 million pledge cards were collected nationally in the year 2000. These 
were combined with the 2.9 million collected in 1999 to select the winner of the Green 
Dream Home". The lucky winner is Judith Mahoney, a 62-year old from the small town 
(8,500 inhabitants) of McCook, Nebraska. Kerstain Myers, an 8-year old, won the youth 
prize from Fort Hood, Texas. This was the final national drawing for a house prize, as 
the national steering committee will be offering a different prize next year. For more 
information about the national prizewinners’ visit the national website, 
www.americarecyclesday.org. 





Bring Your Questions to the PAYT Round Table 


The CT DEP Recycling Office will be hosting a PAYT (pay-as-you- 
throw) Round Table discussion the morning of March 27" at the DOT 
facility in Newington. The Round Table is aimed at elected officials, 
public works directors, recycling coordinators and others who have a 
stake in either the decision-making or development of PAYT programs 
in their municipalities. The Round Table is intended to be an open-ended discussion 
about PAYT, where attendees can share their concerns and questions directly with 
officials from municipalities operating PAYT programs. Participants will leave with a 
comprehensive set of PAYT development tools to help them move PAYT forward in 
their town. 





Invitations are being sent to officials at approximately 50 municipalities who have 
expressed a direct interest in PAYT programs by responding to a DEP PAYT 
questionnaire circulated to all municipalities last fall. If you did not receive an invitation 
but are interested in attending, contact Judy Belaval (860-424-3237) or Nan Peckham 
(860-424-3357) at the DEP. To facilitate active participation in the discussion, attendance 
is being limited to the first 40 who register. Up to two representatives from each 
municipality can attend. If you are unable to attend the Round Table scheduled for March 
27", the DEP will be holding another. 


Visit the DEP Website! 


If you are looking for recycling-related information, take a look at the CT DEP website, 
http://dep.state.ct.us. Several new fact sheet series have been added recently including a 
series on composting/grasscycling and green building. We have also started updating the 
Spring Household Hazardous Waste Collection schedule that has listings for the entire 
state of Connecticut. Its' worth a look. 


The Department of Environmental Protection is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer, 
providing programs and services in a fair and impartial manner. In conformance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, DEP makes every effort to provide equally effective services for persons with disabilities. 
Individuals with disabilities needing auxiliary aids and services, or for more information by voice or 
TY Y/TDD call (860) 424-3000. 
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